SPEECHES

to the objects or to the behaviour of the people
assembled but according as the sun is up or the sun is
down. There is a law of Proclamation by which our
right of association can be taken from us whenever
they please by a stroke of the pen. The British people
have certain traditions, they have certain ways of
thinking and fixed ideas of which they cannot
entuely get rid. It is for that reason they have not
yet passed a law entirely and expressly suppressing
the freedom of the Press or the right of public
meeting. But even that may come. What should we
do under these circumstances? We see the sword
of Damocles hanging lower and lower over our
heads. Our association may be declared criminal and
illegal at any moment. The Executive can at
any moment it pleases confiscate our Press. We
ourselves are liable to be arrested and harassed at a
moment without evidence, "on suspicion", by an
irresponsible and apparently unpunishable police.
Under whatever difficulties and whatever restrictions
may be put upon us, we must of course go on. But
the restrictions may be greater in future. The sword
is hanging lower and lower over our heads. Still we
cannot stop in our work. The force within us cannot
be baulked, the call cannot be denied. Whatever
penalty be inflicted on us for the crime of patriotism,
whatever peril we may have to face in the fulfilment
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